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IMMEDIATELY HALT EU-INDIA FTA NEGOTIATIONS  

Statement of Concern from India 
New Delhi, 21 September 2008 

 
We, belonging to trade unions, people’s movements and civil society organisations express our opposition to 
the lack of transparency, public debate and democratic process of the ongoing negotiations of the European 
Union – India Free Trade Agreement (EU-India FTA).  We are deeply concerned that a free trade framework 
will have adverse socio-economic and environmental impacts.  As delegations gather for the EU-India Summit 
in Marseilles on September 29-30, 2008, we call for a halt of EU-India FTA negotiations. 
 
Since the launch of the EU’s corporate driven Global Europe strategy and the subsequent commencement of the 
negotiations in June 2007, five rounds of formal talks have occurred without any public access to the Indian 
government position, commissioned studies and negotiating texts.  Even the Indian Parliament, state 
governments and legislatures have been kept in the dark.   
 
The Indian Commerce Ministry’s consultations have been limited to large corporate and commercial interests 
within India and have completely side-stepped those who are likely to be adversely affected by a legally binding 
treaty.   
  
WE DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE HALT OF EU-INDIA FTA NEGOTIATIONS UNTIL: 
 

• All existing negotiating positions, draft proposals and government commissioned studies are made 
public  

• All current proposals are debated and discussed in parliament and public fora  
• The federal process of consultation with the state governments is completed and a consensus is 

reached 
• Consultations are conducted with key constituents such as trade unions, farmers, women, dalit, 

adivasi and other peoples organizations, small and medium enterprises, cooperatives and hawkers 
• A white paper is released and discussed in parliament on the socio-economic and ecological 

impacts of all aspects of the EU-India FTA, especially addressing social inequality and 
discrimination    

 
Endorsed by:  
 

1 R.A Mital Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS) 

2 Ashim Roy New Trade Union Initiative (NTUI) 

3 R K Sharma All India United Trade Union Congress (AIUTUC) 

4 
G. R. 
Shivashankar Trade Union Coordination Centre (TUCC) 

5 
Hare Krishna 
Debnath National Forum for Fish Workers 

6 Ashok Choudhry 
National Forum for Forest People and Forest workers 
(NFFPFW) 

7 V lakshmi Public Service International (PSI) 

8 Rajeev Sharma Building and Wood Workers International (South Asia) 

9 J John Centre for Education and Communication (CEC) 

10 Smitu Kothari Intercultural Resources (ICR) 
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11 Vandana Shiva Navdanya 

12 Dr. Mira Shiva Health Action International, People's Health Movement 

13 B.K Keayala National Working Group on Patent Laws 

14 Arun Kumar Jawaharlal Nehru University  

15 Benny Kuruvilla Focus on the Global South 

16 Umi Daniel Action Aid 

17 
Dharmendra 
Kumar India FDI Watch 

18 Shefali Sharma Independent Researcher 

19 Shaktiman Ghosh National Hawkers Federation 

20 Bhaskar Goswami Forum for Biotechnology and food Security 

21 Indira Hirway Centre For Development Alternatives (CFDA) 

22 Vidya Rangan Equations 

23 Tanveer National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights (NCDHR) 

24 A Aloysius SAVE 

25 Vijay Prakash Jain Bharatiya Udhyog Vyapar Mandal 

26 Shalini Yog Heinrich Boll Foundation 

27 Kalpana Mehta Saheli Women's Resource Centre 

28 Sharad Joshi 
Centre for Community Economics & Development Consultants 
Society (CECOEDECON) 

29 K M Gopakumar Thrid World Network 

30 Harsh Kapoor South Asia Citizens Web 

31 Wilfred Dcosta Indian Social Action Forum  (INSAF) 

32 Hiren Gandhi   Samvedan Cultural Programme (Ahmedabad) 

33 Saroop Dhruv DARSHAN (Ahmedabad) 

34 Utkarsh Sinha  Centre for Contemporary Studies and Research (UP) 

35 
Gautam 
Bandhopadhyaya Nadi Ghati Morcha (Chhattisgarh) 

36 Sushovan Dhar Vikas Adhyayan Kendra (Mumbai) 

37 Irfan Ahmed Lok Manch (Bihar) 

38 Manoj Singh      Peoples Forum (UP) 

39 Narendra Mishra Center for Social Initiative (UP) 

40 Sanjay Singh Aapda Nivarak Manch (UP) 

41 Sanjay Srivastava   APPL (UP) 

42 
Dr. Nutan 
Thakur Inst. for Research &Documentation in Social Sciences (UP) 

43 Dharmendra Rai  Friends (UP) 

44 
Chittaranjan 
Singh People’s Union for Civil Liberties PUCL (Uttar Pradesh) 

45 Vikram Prasad Rural Youth Organization (UP) 

46 Shabahat Hussain Dristi (UP) 

47 P Victor Joseph Coalition for the Livelihood Rights of Coastal Communities 
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Raj (Puducherry) 

48 
Lankesh 
Chakravarti Mukti (Gujarat) 

49 William Stanley Orissa Development Action Forum (ODAF) 

50 
Sailesh 
Chakravarty FCFC 

51 Rabin Middey SPAR (Kolkata) 

52 Sheila Benjamin South Central India Development Alternatives (SCINDeA) 

53 
C. S. Roche 
Victor Social ActionMovement (Puducherry) 

54 
C. Indira 
Dasgupta Peoples Institute for Development and Training (New Delhi) 

55 S Raghavan  Lok Raj Sangathan 

56 Bijju Nayak Mazdoor Ekta Committee 

57 Amjad Hasan Delhi Asangathit Nirman Mazdoor Union 

58 
Dineshwar 
Tiwary Janpahal 

59 Gopinath CIVIDEP 

60 R. V. Gopi Wholesale Vegetable and Fruits Merchants Association 

61 Amanulla Khan Potato and Onion Retailers Association 

62 D. C. Prakash Karnataka Construction Workers Association 

63 Abdul Hameed ASTRA, Karnataka 

64 Karthick UNI 

65 K. Himakar Public Intellectual and writer 

66 Ramachandrappa Bridge Network 

67 Jayaram  Garment and Textile Workers’ Union 

68 Narendra Patil 
Maharashtra Rajya Mathadi, Transport and General Workers 
Union 

69 Mohan Gurnani Federation of Associations of Maharashtra 

70 Prafula Mahatre Navi Mumbai Hawkers Union 

71 Raju Bhise YUVA 

72 Datta Isswalkar Girni Kamgar Sangarsha Samithi 

73 Pravin Ghag Maharastra Kamgar Sangarsh Samiti 

74 Gajanan Khatu Lok Rajniti Manch 

75 Amita Puri Centre for Trade and Development (CENTAD) 

76 V S Roy David Coorg Organisation for Rural Development (CORD) 
 
 
For further information please contact, G. Manicandan (00 91 9868319261, manicandan@cec-india.org,)Benny 
Kuruvilla (bennyk@focusweb.org, 00 91 9873921191) and  Dharmendra Kumar (00 91 9871179084, 
dkfordignity@yahoo.co.uk) 


