The European Union pressurizes Ecuador in trade negotiations 
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The European Union (EU) will open its market to bananas from Ecuador on the condition that Ecuador accepts the demands set by the EU within the FTA negotiation, said a Peruvian expert. Alejandra Alayza, from Globalization with equity network (red de globalización con equidad), said that such pressure was exerted during the 2nd round of individual bilateral trade negotiations between the EU and Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, held in Lima in March 27-29, 2009.
According to Alayza , the lack of consistency by the EU in terms of actions and speech is worrisome. In a speech made prior to the beginning of negotiations on an Association Agreement between the European block and the Andean Community of Nations (CAN), the EU representative recognized the need for asymmetries to be taken into account. These events led to separate trade talks, due to differences among Andean partners regarding the FTA format aimed by the EU. 
Alayza explained that EU negotiators, rather than recognizing asymmetries and granting benefits to Andean countries, have placed conditions, for instance, opening up of EU market to Ecuador bananas, if Quito accepts EU demands on intellectual property. Miño Juana Ramos, representative of Ecuadorian pharmaceuticals in the negotiations said that the EU proposal on intellectual property promotes a Transnational Corporation (TNC) monopoly on production of medicines. If approved, such demands would mean the extension of patents on medicine validity from 10 to 20 years, and of periods of probation from 5 to 11 years, he said.
He stressed that a consequence of the development of the pharmaceutical industry in the Andean countries has been a loss of market for TNCs, which can’t compete in terms of price and quality. This is why they are advocating for a change of regulations in their favor. He accused these companies of wanting to prevent manufacturing and selling of generic medicines, which are more accessible to the people as they are cheaper. Miño Ramos noted that the Constitution of Ecuador states that no trade agreement can affect people's access to health, which includes medicines. 
Alayza criticized the lack of official information on the talks and noted that it was due to the lack of substantive progress on key areas such as intellectual property rights. 

Translated form Spanish by Susana Barria: Unión Europea presiona a Ecuador en negociaciones
